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Why do you have an 
open access 
institutional 
repository/plan one?



Visibility & 
impact



http://whyopenresearch.org 



There is accumulating evidence that shows 
that research articles that have been self-
archived in open access repositories are 
cited more often than those that have not

A bibliography of studies on “The effect of open access and 
downloads (‘hits’) on citation impact” is maintained by the Open 
Citation Project (http://opcit.eprints.org/oacitation-biblio.html) 

http://whyopenresearch.org 



http://whyopenresearch.org 



Source: Data from The Open Access Citation Advantage Service, 
SPARC Europe. Figure produced by E.C. McKiernan
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Source: Data from Alma Swan, 2010. Figure produced by E.C. 
McKiernan
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Source: Heather A. Piwowar, Roger S. Day, and Douglas B. Fridsma. 
2007. PLOS ONE, doi:10.1371/journal.pone.0000308
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Source: Heather A. Piwowar  and Todd J. Vision. 2013. PeerJ, 
doi:10.7717/peerj.17
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https://www.base-search.net 



https://core.ac.uk 





Unpaywall
“Everyone who searches for research articles 
should have the Unpaywall Chrome or 
Firefox extension installed. Whenever you 
land on an article on a journal’s website, 
Unpaywall will automatically crawl the web for 
an openly available copy. It is important to 
note that Unpaywall is serious about ensuring 
that the openly available copies are open 
under legal terms, available per publisher 
policies.”
https://litablog.org/2018/08/finding-open-access-articles-tools-tips/ 



http://unpaywall.org 





https://openaccessbutton.org 





Click here on any scholarly article and it will 
take you to an open access version, or start a 
request to an author for you in a single click



https://openaccessbutton.org/libraries 





http://gettheresearch.org 



Benefits of an open access 
repository and policy
Collects and preserves the University’s 
scientific output and disseminates it through 
the repository

Provides the possibility of indexing and 
tracking the scientific output of the institution 
through Web search engines

Monitors the number of visits and use and 
collects data and indicators that can be used 
in institutional planning, and the search for 
sources of funding etc.

Demonstrates commitment to quality 
assurance in research



University that doesn't know 
what papers its faculty 
publishes is like a factory 
that doesn't know what it 
produces

Bernard Rentier, Recteur honoraire / Rector 
Emeritus - Université de Liège, Belgium



Benefits of an open 
access repository and 
policy (2)
Strengthens international communication and 
collaboration channels and the University’s 
international profile

Increases the visibility and showcases 
research

Increases the usage of research

Increases the impact of research (citations)

 



New collaborations
“Open access has made me more visible to 
my fellow researchers and also to funding 
bodies that are looking for people working in 
my area. I have been able to build new 
relationships. People see my work and they 
want to collaborate.” 
Professor Mary Abukutsa-Onyango, Deputy Vice-Chancellor (Research, 
Production and Extension) and Professor of Horticulture at Jomo 
Kenyatta University of Agriculture and Technology 



Improved teaching and 
research“Open access repositories are extremely important. 
When my students need to read articles to compare 
our situation in Uganda with what is happening 
elsewhere in the region, I know they will be able to 
find good quality research that is freely available. 
This has made a difference to the quality of their 
thinking and ideas. They see the links between the 
theory that I am teaching, and how this theory is 
applied in practice. They are more able to come up 
with research topics that are relevant to Uganda, 
and that will help our country grow and develop.” 
Richard Sebaggala, a researcher and lecturer in economics at Uganda 
Christian University



Support & 
help



https://coartraining.gitbook.io/coar-repository-toolkit/ 



https://coartraining.gitbook.io/coar-
repository-toolkit/discoverability/search-
engine-optimisation 



https://coartraining.gitbook.io/coar-repository-
toolkit/interoperability/controlled-vocabularies 



https://www.base-search.net 



http://oval.base-search.net 



https://www.base-search.net/about/en/faq_oai.php 





https://www.openaire.eu/making-your-repository-
open 







https://core.ac.uk 



https://core.ac.uk/services 



http://eifl.net/resources/eifl-checklist-how-make-your-dspace-open-access-repository-work-really-
well 



https://github.com/DSpace-Labs/awesome-
dspace 



Thank you!
Questions?

iryna.kuchma@eifl.net
Twitter: @irynakuchma

www.eifl.net


