
Strengthening African 
scholarly journals through the 
Directory of Open Access Journals 

Oluchi Okere
DOAJ Ambassador for West Africa
Angela Aikins
DOAJ Ambassador for West Africa



https://theconversation.com/african-academics-are-being-caught-in-the-predatory
-journal-trap-48473

https://theconversation.com/nigerias-academic-journals-have-a-quality-issue-
this-can-be-fixed-135107



Researchers require access to trusted, 
credible resources. Strong research 

depends on reliable knowledge.

Authors should publish in trusted, open 
access journals. Removing barriers 

ensures research is visible and accessible.

Researcherʼs Need Authorʼs Responsibility Journal Publisherʼs Role

Publishers of open access journals need 
recognition, visibility, and indexing. Being 

seen as trusted outlets attracts quality 
submissions.

The more authors publish in, and readers 
access, credible journals, the higher the 

chances of finding local solutions for local 
problems.

Shared Impact



Strengthening African scholarly research articles,  journals



What is the Directory of 
Open Access Journals?



Open Access is immediate and free 
access to the reader to scholarly 
material (books, journals) without any 
barriers (e.g. pay a fee, 
delayed access)



About DOAJ  Directory of Open Access Journals

1
A unique and extensive index of 

diverse peer-reviewed open 

access journals. 

2
Mission to raise profile, visibility 

and impact of all quality OA 

journals, globally regardless of 

discipline, geography or 

language.



About DOAJ  Directory of Open Access Journals

3
Our criteria are an unofficial gold 

standard for open access journal 

publishing, trusted across the 

scholarly community.

4
Our services and metadata  are 

provided completely free of 

charge to all.



89
languages

139

21,000
countries

journals

More than

Established in 2003
Today …



Geographic spread of journals in DOAJ



Editorial statistics 2024

Almost 8300 
applications & 
nearly 4000 update 
requests from 
journals

23% of 
applications 
accepted for 
inclusion

13 editorial staff, 
plus over 100 
volunteer editors



Inclusion of Journals 
in local languages

Why index journals in DOAJ?

Demonstrate your journal 
meets good publishing 
standards

Increase discoverability of 
your journal in search 
engines and indexing 
services 

Attract more authors and 
readers locally and from 
around the world

Enhance the reputation 
and societal impact of your 
journal (also in your 
country)

DOAJ index included 
in government lists like 
DHETSouth Africa)





What is the DOAJ?

Integration into 
processes, 
policy and 
guidance to aid 
verification of 
quality OA 
journals

Government and 
assessment

Metadata to be 
integrated into 
their own 
databases and 
tools

Aggregators

An index where 
their journal 
can increase 
visibility and 
reputation

Publishers & 
journal managers

A tool used for 
funding 
decisions

A tool used for 
teaching and 
educating 
about OA

A place to find 
an OA journal 
to publish in

A database of 
OA articles to 
browse

Metadata to be 
used for 
research

Researcher Librarians

A closer look at the DOAJ community



DOAJ as an open scholarly infrastructure… 

1
cannot be bought 
or sold.

2
is committed to 
openness, 
diversity and 
accountability.

3
has adopted the 
Principles of 
Open Scholarly 
Infrastructure in 
2022.

4
collaborates with 
other open 
infrastructures to 
drive change 
towards an open 
and transparent 
culture.

https://blog.doaj.org/2022/10/06/doaj-commits-to-the-principles-of-open-scholarly-infrastructure-posi/
https://blog.doaj.org/2022/10/06/doaj-commits-to-the-principles-of-open-scholarly-infrastructure-posi/
https://blog.doaj.org/2022/10/06/doaj-commits-to-the-principles-of-open-scholarly-infrastructure-posi/


Community projects to support OA journals

The OA Journals Toolkit is an online resource that 
provides guidance for new and established OA 
journals

JASPER is an initiative to preserve OA 
journals

Through a range of tools and practical resources, 
this international, cross-sector initiative aims to 
educate researchers, promote integrity, and build 
trust in credible research and publications.

https://www.oajournals-toolkit.org/
https://doaj.org/preservation/


Basic criteria for scholarly 
journals to be included in DOAJ



Journal website
● Dedicated journal URL Uniform Resource Locator)/domain name address/web 

address; secure website (https) recommended

● Each article available as a standalone full-text page (html or pdf) with its own 

unique URL

● No intrusive advertising
● Language across journal website must be consistent throughout. If in multiple 

languages, apply multiple languages consistently throughout



https://sajs.co.za/ 

Easy and clear 
navigation

https://sajs.co.za/


Article landing page URL

Digital Object 
Identifier DOI

Links to standalone 
full-text article page (html 
or pdf) each with its own 

unique URL

https://sajs.co.za/article/view/21341



DOAJ position on Journal Impact Factors 
As a signatory to the San Francisco Declaration on Research Assessment DORA, DOAJ 

does not endorse using Impact Factors or other bibliometrics to assess the quality of 
journals or researchers. However, journals may display widely adopted metrics, including 

Clarivateʼs (e.g., the Journal Impact Factor), Scopusʼ (e.g., CiteScore, SCImagoJR, official 

national accreditation lists such as Qualis in Brazil or the Norwegian Register, the Eigenfactor, 

Google Scholarʼs h5-index, or article-level metrics including Altmetric and Crossref Event 

Data. Journals must not display any reference (images, links, logos) to Impact Factors or 

ranking metrics from any other service. Journals must avoid being listed in unreliable indexes.

https://sfdora.org/


Journal is indexed by trusted, verifiable, known 
indexes, with links to entries for journal on 

respective indexes

https://sajs.co.za/abstract-and-indexing-sources



Journal must be fully open access
● No embargo/delay; no registration to 

access, read

● Open access statement or policy 

displayed on website

● Journal has implemented an open 

license Creative Commons or 

equivalent) 



Example policy aligned with DOAJ definition of 
Open Access

The journal is a peer-reviewed, open access journal, supporting the Budapest Open Access Initiative 

principles: “By ‘open accessʼ to this literature, we mean its free availability on the public internet, 

permitting any users to read, download, copy, distribute, print, search, or link to the full texts of these 

articles, crawl them for indexing, pass them as data to software, or use them for any other lawful 

purpose, without financial, legal, or technical barriers other than those inseparable from gaining access 

to the internet itself. The only constraint on reproduction and distribution, and the only role for copyright 

in this domain, is to give authors control over the integrity of their work and the right to be properly 

acknowledged and cited.ˮ  Therefore, copyright remains with the author(s) of the article(s).

https://www.budapestopenaccessinitiative.org/


https://sajs.co.za/editorial-policies



Editorial Team

● Details of Editor (title, name, surname, affiliation/s, country)

● Editorial Board (with affiliations, countries)(normally 5 qualified members; 

appropriate qualifications and expertise. It is recommended that board 

members should not all come from the same institution)
● Publisher name/address (physical)(postal is optional)

● Link to publisher website
● Journal contact person and dedicated journal email address
● Publisher country on journal application and journal website must be where 

publisher is registered and carries out business activities



https://sajs.co.za/about/editorialTeam



Aims/focus & scope
● Disciplinary focus, region/s

● Actively publish scholarly research (any field, language), aimed at 

researchers and practitioners
● Publishes 5 research articles per year
● New/flipped journal titles: 1 year publishing history or ≥ 10 OA research 

articles consecutively published before applying



Editorial process/peer review

● Journals that display a list of reviewers must include their names and 

affiliations

● Journals must apply a rigorous review process - all research articles
● Peer review by at least two independent reviewers
● Editorial review allowed only for journals in arts and humanities

● Faculty oversight required for student journals

● Peer review policy: type and details of the peer review process must be 

stated clearly on the website, including the process for special issues, if 

applicable.





Plagiarism/similarity check (optional)

● Plagiarism checking recommended but not required for inclusion in DOAJ

● State name of checking service or protocol used e.g. iThenticate



International Standard Serial Number ISSN

● A journal must have at least one ISSN that is registered and confirmed at issn.org

● The ISSN(s) must be displayed on the website

● The journal's name in the application and on the website must match what is 

shown at issn.org

https://portal.issn.org/
https://portal.issn.org/




Licensing

● Use licensing to: 

○ Inform readers how they may reuse content

○ Inform readers of any reuse that is not allowed

○ Protect the author and journal against unauthorised use

● DOAJ recommends use of Creative Commons licenses (or equivalent)

● No charge for using CC Licenses - Choose a CC-license: 

https://creativecommons.org/chooser/ 

● State your licensing terms on the journal website (required); embed in full-text 

article (optional)

https://creativecommons.org/chooser/


Information from https://creativecommons.org/share-your-work/cclicenses/ 

https://creativecommons.org/share-your-work/cclicenses/


https://creativecommons.org/chooser/ 

https://creativecommons.org/chooser/


Copyright

● Copyright of a published work can be held by the author or journal/publisher
● Best practice in open access is for authors to retain copyright
● But DOAJ will accept journals where copyright is transferred

● State your copyright policy on the journal website; separate from website 

copyright

● Copyright terms must not contradict the licensing terms or the terms of the 

open access policy

○ “All rights reservedˮ is never appropriate for open access content





Copyright best practice

Authors retain copyright of their work

● Publisher has the right of first publication 

● Recommended but not required for inclusion in DOAJ

Authors also retain full publishing rights 

● Publisher is granted non-exclusive rights to publish and distribute

● Publishers cannot license rights to third parties

● Authors can reuse their work without restriction 

● Recommended but not required for inclusion in DOAJ



Author/article processing charges/fees APCs

● If a journal doesnʼt have any charges, then this must be stated
● Must include all fees that may be charged to the author, from submission to 

publication, including: submission, editorial processing, article processing charges 

APCs, page, colour charges

● Any fee waiver must be clearly specified with the conditions of waiver, e.g. 

amount, time period

● If there are charges for withdrawing the article after submission, they cannot 

exceed the author charges



● Endogeny should be minimised
○ The proportion of published research papers where at least one of the 

authors is an editor, editorial board member, or reviewer must not exceed 

25% in either of the latest two issues

○ Where content is not divided into issues, for example in a continuous 

publication model, endogeny must not exceed 25% in the last calendar year 

● It is strongly recommended that articles should display 

submitted/accepted/published dates

Author guidelines





https://sajs.co.za/guidelines-authors



Special issues

Journals that publish special issues or other content curated by guest editors must 
adhere to these additional criteria:

● The Editor-in-Chief must be responsible for the content of the entire journal, 
including all special issues, which must fall within the scope of the journal

● Special issue articles must have the same editorial oversight as regular papers, 

including external peer review, and be clearly labelled

● Journals must ensure that guest editorsʼ credentials are checked and approved

● The Editor-in-Chief or dedicated board members must oversee the guest editors

● Papers submitted to a special issue by the guest editor(s) must be handled under 

an independent review process and make up no more than 25% of the issue's total



Best practice criteria (optional)

● Long-term archiving/preservation (e.g., Keepers Registry services, Internet 
Archive, PMC

● Repository/self-archiving policy allowing deposit of all versions (no embargo) 
in institutional repository/on website

● Persistent identifiers DOIs/ARK/Handle) - should resolve correctly

● Regular metadata deposits to DOAJ increases the visibility and impact of 
published research 
https://doaj.org/docs/faq/#uploading-article-metadata 

https://doaj.org/docs/faq/#uploading-article-metadata


DOAJ criteria, application process, 
and (sometimes) rejection help 
journals increase their own 
standards.



● Guide to applying

https://doaj.org/apply/guide/ 

● Register and apply

https://doaj.org/apply/ 

● DOAJ helpdesk

helpdesk@doaj.org 

https://doaj.org/apply/guide/
https://doaj.org/apply/
mailto:helpdesk@doaj.org


Thank you and happy 
Open Access Week!

oluchi@doaj.org 
angela@doaj.org 

mailto:oluchi@doaj.org
mailto:angela@doaj.org

