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Spectrum Allocation
Mauritius



Today’s spectrum policy was 

developed in the early 20th century

King Farouk at the inauguration of the international telecommunications congress 1938







The Spectrum Hotel

Photo: wikipedia



Spectrum Assignment
Successful Spectrum
Auctions In 2015

$44.7 Billion
1755-1780MHz

$17.6 Billion
900/1800 MHz

United States

India

Alternative Approaches

Regulator awards 
800MHz spectrum to 
largest incumbent in 
exchange for police 
network  + $75M 

Government creates PPP 
for 700MHz wholesale 
network open to all 
operators.

Kenya

Rwanda
Unsuccessful Spectrum
Auction Attempts

2010 auction announced
800MHz / 2.6GHz
MNOs threatened action
Auction withdrawn within 2mo

2012 auction announced again
withdrawn again

2015 still no auction

South Africa



Licensed versus Unlicensed

Source: Mobidia



Wi-Fi delivers over three-quarters 
of all UK smartphone data



2006 Digital Switchover Decision

2007

2007

2010



UHF Spectrum Occupancy in 
Africa

43%

39%

9%

9%

Television Spectrum Occupancy in 
African Countries in 2012

1-2 TV Channels

3-9 TV Channels

10-19 TV Channels

20+ TV Channels

Source:  Balancing Act
Presentation to African Telecommunications Union (ATU)  Digital Migration Summit (May 2014)
http://www.atu-uat.org/index.php/download-categories/category/10-afriswog-events?download=299:session-3-ppt-1-balancing-act-presentation

In most cases, 
hundreds of 
megahertz of 
unused 
spectrum

http://www.atu-uat.org/index.php/download-categories/category/10-afriswog-events?download=299:session-3-ppt-1-balancing-act-presentation


Dynamic Spectrum Pilots in Africa

• 2012 – 2015

• Africa countries 

leading the world in 

deployments

• Opportunity for 

fallow UHF 

spectrum to 

address under-

served 

communities

South Africa

Namibia

Ghana

Kenya

Malawi
Tanzania

Mozambique


