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Platforms

Scientific publications may be disseminated by 
publishers on open access online publishing platforms 
and/or deposited and made immediately accessible in 
open online repositories upon publication, that are 
supported and maintained by an academic institution, 
scholarly society, government agency or other well 
established not-for-profit organization devoted to 
common good that enables open access, unrestricted 
distribution, interoperability and long-term digital 
preservation and archiving



Open access

A paywalled method of publication, where immediate 
access to scientific publications is only granted in 
exchange for payment, is not aligned with the present 
Recommendation. Any transfer or licensing of copyrights 
to third parties should not restrict the public’s right to 
immediate open access to a scientific publication.



Beyond publications

Scientific outputs related to publications (e.g. original 
scientific research results, research data, software, 
source code, source materials, workflows and 
protocols, digital representations of pictorial and 
graphical materials and scholarly multimedia material) 
that are openly licensed or dedicated to the public 
domain should be deposited in a suitable open 
repository, following appropriate technical standards 
that allow them to be properly linked to publications.
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Beyond scientific community

Open engagement of societal actors refers to extended 
collaboration between scientists and societal actors 
beyond the scientific community, by opening up 
practices and tools that are part of the research cycle 
and by making the scientific process more inclusive and 
accessible to the broader inquiring society based on new 
forms of collaboration and work such as crowdfunding, 
crowdsourcing and scientific volunteering.



Are your publishing values aligned with the core values and principles 
of the UNESCO Recommendation on Open Science?

https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000379949.locale=en


Sustainability

To be as efficient and impactful as possible, open science 
should build on long-term practices, services, 
infrastructures and funding models that ensure the 
equal participation of scientific producers from less 
privileged institutions and countries. Open science 
infrastructures should be organized and financed upon 
an essentially not-for-profit and long-term vision, which 
enhance open science practices and guarantee 
permanent and unrestricted access to all, to the largest 
extent possible.





Encouraging bibliodiversity and 
multilingualism

Encouraging bibliodiversity through the diversity of 
formats and means of publications, including those 
produced by the humanities and social sciences, and 
diversity of business models, by supporting not-for-
profit, academic and scientific community-driven 
publishing models as a common good.

Encouraging multilingualism in the practice of science, 
in scientific publications and in academic 
communications.



Adopting policies that require and reward 
open access to scientific knowledge, 
including scientific publications, open 
research data, open software, source code 
and open hardware
Encouraging funders, research institutions, journal 
editorial boards, learned societies and publishers to 
adopt policies that require and reward open access to 
scientific knowledge, including scientific publications, 
open research data, open software, source code and 
open hardware, in line with the provisions of this 
Recommendation.



Ensuring diversity, open, transparent and 
equitable access and supporting non-
commercial publishing models and 
collaborative publishing models with no 
APCs/BPCs
Ensuring diversity in scholarly communications with 
adherence to the principles of open, transparent and 
equitable access and supporting non-commercial 
publishing models and collaborative publishing models 
with no article processing charges or book processing 
charges



Addressing inequality and preventing 
related predatory behaviours; promoting 
high-quality and responsible research
Enforcing effective governance measures and proper 
legislation in order to address inequality and prevent 
related predatory behaviours as well as to protect the 
intellectual creation of open science methods, products 
and data. 

Promoting high-quality and responsible research in line 
with the 2017 UNESCO Recommendation on Science and 
Scientific Researchers and exploring the potential of 
open science practices to reduce scientific misconduct, 
including the fabrication and falsification of results, 
violation of scientific ethical norms, and plagiarism.



Encouraging community-driven collaboration 
and other innovative models, for example 
preprints
Promoting open science from the outset of the 
research process and extending the principles of 
openness in all stages of the scientific process to 
improve quality and reproducibility, including the 
encouragement of community-driven collaboration and 
other innovative models, for example preprints, clearly 
distinguished from final peer-reviewed publications, 
and respecting the diversity of scientific practices, in 
order to accelerate dissemination and encourage rapid 
growth in scientific knowledge
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Promoting open peer review

Promoting, as appropriate, open peer review 
evaluation practices including possible disclosure of the 
identity of the reviewers, publicly available reviews and 
the possibility for a broader community to provide 
comments and participate in the assessment process
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DOAJ Introduction
and Overview

AJOL, ASSAf, DOAJ, EIFL, LIBSENSE and UCT initiative for 
African journal editors and publishers
Webinar series 2022

Tom Olyhoek, Editor in Chief
Judith Barnsby, Senior Managing Editor
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About DOAJ - Directory of Open Access Journals

● Founded in 2003 to support the growing global 

OA community

● Independent, not-for-profit service

● Aim to raise profile, visibility and impact of OA 

journals

● Standards that journals must meet for 

inclusion

● Services provided completely free of charge



DOAJ in Africa

Ambassadors

Ina Smith - South Africa

Melkamu Beyene - East Africa

Kamel Belhamel - North Africa

Mahmoud Khalifa - Egypt/Middle East

Thomas Herve Mboa Nkoudou - West/Central 

Africa

Volunteer editors 

Algeria, Kenya, Mali, Morocco, Nigeria, Tunisia



Benefits of DOAJ indexing

● Demonstrate your journal meets good publishing 

standards

● Increase visibility of your journal in search engines 

and indexing services

● Attract more authors and readers from around the 

world

● Enhance the reputation and impact of your journal

● First step to inclusion in Scopus or Web of Science



Basic criteria for inclusion 
in DOAJ



Publishing best practice 

All journals are expected to follow best 

practices in publishing

Principles of Transparency and Best 

Practice in Scholarly Publishing

Developed by DOAJ with COPE, OASPA 

and WAME

https://doaj.org/apply/transparency/

https://doaj.org/apply/transparency/


Principles of Transparency & Best Practice in 
Scholarly Publishing 
Principes de transparence et meilleures pratiques 
dans l'édition savante 















Openness

All online journal content must be free and open 

access

A paid-for print version is allowed

Immediate access

No delay or embargo

No registration requirement

Journals must display an open access statement 

and adhere to DOAJ’s definition of open access



Open access - DOAJ definition

A journal where the copyright holder of a 

scholarly work grants usage rights to others using 

an open license (Creative Commons or 

equivalent) allowing for immediate free access to 

the work and permitting any user to read, 

download, copy, distribute, print, search, or link 

to the full texts of articles, crawl them for 

indexing, pass them as data to software, or use 

them for any other lawful purpose.



Coverage and currency 

Journals must be actively publishing scholarly 

research

○ At least 5 research articles per year

Any scholarly research area

Any language (no English needed on the journal 

website)

Uninterrupted publishing history

New or flipped journals need to publish at least 

10 OA articles before applying



Journal website 1 

● Dedicated homepage for journal

● Full text articles downloadable individually

● Registered and confirmed ISSN

● No misleading metrics or other information

● No intrusive advertising (pop-ups etc)

● Secure website (https) recommended



Journal website 2

Information must be available and easily findable 

on: Aims and scope

Open access policy

Author charges (even if zero)

Instructions for authors

Contact details

Editorial board, with affiliations for all 

members



Editorial process

Journals must apply a rigorous review process

Peer review by at least two independent reviewers

Editorial review allowed only for journals in arts 

and humanities

Faculty oversight required for student journals

Plagiarism checking recommended but not required

for inclusion in DOAJ

State name of checking service or protocol used

Describe your review process on the journal website





Licensing

Use licensing to:

Inform readers how they may reuse content

Inform readers of any reuse that is not allowed

Protect the author and journal against 

unauthorised use

DOAJ recommends use of Creative Commons

licenses (or equivalent)

No charge for using CC licenses

State your licensing terms on the journal website





Copyright

Copyright of a published work can be held by the 

author or publisher

Best practice in open access is for authors to 

retain copyright

But DOAJ will accept journals where copyright 

is transferred

State your copyright policy on the journal website

We recommend to provide a link to author 

agreement



Copyright and Licensing in 
Open Access Journals

AJOL, ASSAf, DOAJ, EIFL, LIBSENSE and UCT initiative for 
African journal editors and publishers
Webinar series 2022

Tom Olyhoek, Editor in Chief
Judith Barnsby, Senior Managing Editor



DOAJ licensing requirements

Licensing terms must be clearly stated on the journal 

website

Copyright notice and publishing agreement must not 

conflict with license

Different licenses may be applied under certain 

conditions

Funder requirements

Author’s employer requirements

Only one license can be applied to an individual 

article



Licensing best practice

Embed or display licensing information in full text 

articles

Useful when articles are downloaded and shared

Recommended but not required for inclusion in 

DOAJ

Licenses allowing wide reuse are preferred by many 

CC BY is required by some funders

But any CC license is accepted by DOAJ



Copyright basics

Copyright is held by the owner of a work

The owner may transfer or license copyright to 

another

Publishers have often required copyright transfer 

in order to publish articles and protect the 

publications  but this is not necessary

“All rights reserved” is never appropriate in open 

access



DOAJ copyright requirements

Copyright notice and publishing agreement must not 

conflict with license

Copyright terms applied to the published content 

may be different to the copyright of the website as a 

whole

Articles - copyright of authors or publisher

Website - copyright of publisher

A journal’s copyright policy must be clearly stated 

online



Copyright best practice

Authors retain copyright of their work

Publisher has right of first publication 

Recommended but not required for inclusion in DOAJ

Authors also retain full publishing rights

Publisher is granted non-exclusive rights to publish 

and distribute

Publishers cannot license rights to third parties

Authors can reuse their work without restriction 

Recommended but not required for inclusion in DOAJ



Incorrect restriction 1

Copyright is retained by the author but publishing 

agreement says…

Author is only allowed to use work in the 
classroom or…

Publish on personal website or university 
repository

Author cannot be restricted when they are the 

copyright holder!



Incorrect restriction 2

Copyright is transferred to the publisher and 

publishing agreement says…

Author is only allowed to use work in the 
classroom or…

Publish on personal website or university 
repository

Author cannot be restricted - they can use the 

work according to the CC license, just like any 

other user



Incorrect restriction on future publication 

Copyright is retained by the author but…

Publisher says author cannot publish the 
article in another journal AFTER first 
publication ou après un embargo de…….

The publisher cannot impose this restriction on 

the author

Open Access permits republication with 

acknowledgment of first publication



Incorrect restriction on use without permission 

Copyright is transferred to the publisher and…

Publisher says no use of the published work 
without permission

The publisher cannot impose this restriction -

author can use the work according to the CC 

license, without asking permission



Conflicting information

Journal website states authors retain copyright 

but…

There is a copyright transfer agreement

Articles show copyright held by publisher

Ensure your copyright information is correct 

and consistent



Applying for inclusion in 
DOAJ



How to apply

DOAJ only includes journals that apply for 

inclusion!

Apply using the online application form

○ https://doaj.org/apply/

But all journals must meet the same quality 

standards

https://doaj.org/apply/


Application form

1. Open access compliance

2. About the journal

3. Copyright and licensing

4. Editorial information

5. Business model

6. Best practice

7. Review your answers



Best practice

Recommended but not required for inclusion

Digital preservation

Repository policy (self-archiving)

Persistent identifiers (for example, DOI)

ORCID IDs https://orcid.org

I4OC standards for open citations 

https://i4oc.org/

https://orcid.org/
https://i4oc.org/


Persistent Identifiers: ORCID
Identifiants persistants: ORCID

Open Researcher and 
Contributor ID (ORCID)

Search: https://orcid.org/

Register: https://orcid.org/register

https://orcid.org/
https://orcid.org/register


Persistent Identifiers: DOI
Identifiants persistants: DOI

Digital Object Identifier (DOI)

Crossref: 
https://www.crossref.org/

Become a member: 
https://www.crossref.org/member
ship/

https://www.crossref.org/
https://www.crossref.org/membership/


Compliance (I4OC standards for open citations)

● Initiative for Open Citations promote the 

unrestricted availability of scholarly citation data

● Citations are primary data that provide both 

provenance and an explanation for how we know 

facts

● Citations are the most important vehicle for the 

discovery, dissemination, and evaluation of all 

scholarly knowledge





Article Elements
Éléments d'article

Crossmark button

Authors & ORCIDs

Author affiliations

Corresponding author

Dates received, 
revised, accepted, 
published

How to cite



Peer review

Data availability

Editor

Keywords

Funding

SDGs

Copyright & Licensing

DOI, Vol/Issue



With thanks to Ina Smith, DOAJ 
Ambassador Southern Africa for the 
journal slides



Common reasons for 
rejection



Immediate rejection

● Journal is not fully open access

● ISSN is not fully registered at issn.org

● Not enough research content has been 

published

● Individual full text articles are not available

● URLs in application don’t lead to the 

information required

● No licensing information



Rejection after full review

● Incorrect information is given in application

● Required information is unclear or missing 

from website

● Information is not the same in all languages 

used on website

● Peer review process is inadequate

● Licensing/copyright policy is unclear

● Journal makes false claims to be indexed in 

DOAJ or other services

Journal does not employ good publishing 



Help available



Help and documentation

Guide to applying https://doaj.org/apply/guide/

Reference version of the application form 

https://doaj.org/static/doaj/docs/2021-02-17-

DOAJQuestions.pdf

DOAJ application guide for OJS journals 

https://docs.pkp.sfu.ca/doaj/en/

Creative Commons license chooser 

https://creativecommons.org/share-your-work/

DOAJ helpdesk helpdesk@doaj.org

https://doaj.org/apply/guide/
https://doaj.org/static/doaj/docs/2021-02-17-DOAJQuestions.pdf
https://docs.pkp.sfu.ca/doaj/en/
https://creativecommons.org/share-your-work/


Guidelines to Best Editorial 
Practices

17 February 2022

Susan Veldsman
Director: Scholarly Publishing

Joint webinar series for African Journal Editors and Publishers presented by



Tips for authors & peer reviewers
• The reported findings (research) must be original, it must not 

be published elsewhere.
• Publishing agreement:  not under consideration by another 

publication; will not be submitted to any other journal until a 
final rejection decision.

• Manuscripts must contain detail of the methods and 
materials used in the study.

• Integrity of scholarship requires that no apparently 
inconsistent data are omitted.

• Good citation practices

- self citation must be limited
- reference to be made to the first report of a finding

• No salami slicing! Articles should not be broken up into a 
series of publications.



Other policies

Must be published on the journal’s website

• Conflict of interest; 
• Confidentiality; 
• Ethical issues (including plagiarism);
• Corrections (Errata, Corrigenda, Retractions);
• Copyright & Licensing; 
• Advertising;
• Preprints, digital archiving, preservation; 
• Peer review policies.



Peer review
• The journal’s peer review policy and process must be published 

on its website. 
• Articles accepted for publication in the journal must be peer 

reviewed - at least two reviewers - double blinded. 
• Peer reviewers must be carefully selected - provide helpful 

critique of a manuscript’s content in order to improve.
• Should preferably be scholars who have not previously co-

published with the author(s). 
• Peer reviewers must be carefully selected so that they have 

expertise and competency in the field of the manuscript 
submitted. 

• The reviewer must declare any potential or real conflict of 
interest before the review is submitted, and must be free of 
known bias in relation to the subject matter.



Peer review (2)

• All peer review reports and substantive correspondence must 
be retained within a well-designed recording system for 
possible scrutiny at a later stage. 

• A list of peer reviewers used by a journal must be updated and 
published at least once a year.

• Editors should seriously consider not retaining reviewers who 
default on their obligations or who take an inappropriately long 
time to complete reviews.

• The journal’s peer review practice activities should be 
monitored regularly to ensure effectiveness.
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Thank you! 
Questions?

www.eifl.net

Contact: iryna.kuchma@eifl.net
@irynakuchma


